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GCSE students and those wanting to study at a GCSE level will find this book a valuable
resource in learning how to answer complex questions and practice original writing.This book is
split into three main sections.Comprehension & literary criticism: Comprehension and in-depth
critiquing, based around one fiction book, ‘The Rain Comes’. This is available to buy on Ebook
Library but may be studied within this book without needing the complete text.Original writing &
language work: A variety of language exercises, designed to help students practice and develop
writing skills, including grammar and punctuation, as well as writing style.In-depth writing: A
longer-length, complete original writing activity which develops helps students think more deeply
about how they write and why.This book can be studied together with Poetry Made Simple for
GCSE and Creative Writing for Teens.

About the AuthorNatalie Shaw is the author of I'm Feeling Mad, a Simon & Schuster book.
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author IntroductionGCSE students and those wanting to study at a GCSE level will find this
book a valuable resource in learning how to answer complex questions and practice original
writing.This book is split into three main sections.Comprehension & literary criticism:
Comprehension and in-depth critiquing, based around one fiction book, ‘The Rain Comes’. This
is available to buy on Ebook Library but may be studied within this book without needing the
complete text.Original writing & language work: A variety of language exercises, designed to
help students practice and develop writing skills, including grammar and punctuation, as well as
writing style.In-depth writing: A longer-length, complete original writing activity which develops
helps students think more deeply about how they write and why. How to use this
bookComprehension & literary criticism: Extracts from ‘The Rain Comes’ are used to draw out
understanding of the text and to help students express their answers. All questions have clear
guidelines, as well as suggestions on what to include.The questions and exercises explore the
use of language in the extracts, including hidden meanings, implied thoughts and feelings of the
characters. There is detailed analysis of how and why characters behave as they do. Students
are challenged to delve deeper into the text and explain their own answers.The extracts are easy
to read, while offering complex and sensitive themes, such as grief, loss, love, abandonment,
trust, faith and freedom.There are creative writing exercises within the book, based around ‘The
Rain Comes’, with freedom to create new scenarios and re-write situations for the characters.
This supports students who need to improve their original writing, while giving them confidence
by basing their writing on the text they have studied throughout the book.Original writing &
language work: This section has a wide variety of work which mirrors what is given in exams as
well as introducing students to new methods of creative writing.Guidelines are given throughout,
on what to include for work in this book as well as what might be expected in the exams.The



work in this section forms a good foundation for the third section of the book.In-depth writing:
This section has more challenging and developed writing ideas which test the student’s ability to
create different work from a variety of scenarios. They must put themselves into the minds of
characters and create expanded ideas as they progress through the work.To help with this more
challenging section, I have included lots of example answers. Students can see how I have
answered the question to springboard them into doing their own work. Section 1: The Rain
ComesThe first section of this book uses one source, ‘The Rain Comes’, to develop Language
and Literature skills. By using one source material, you gain confidence in talking about different
areas of literacy, which helps you to achieve more with the standard texts and exercises given in
school.‘The Rain Comes’ is a short book with an unusual structure. The first section tells us
Maria’s story and is written in a semi-disjointed style, as Maria grows to understand where she is
and what has happened to her.The middle section takes us back through time, alongside the
people who feature strongly in Maria’s life, giving the reader insights into Maria and her story, as
well as showing us what happens to her loved ones after her death.The final section is from the
point of view of Maria’s great-nephew, James. This is written in a normal style, as James
uncovers Maria’s mystery without realising the role he plays. OneLook at the following extract
from ‘The Rain Comes’. This is the first chapter and is the beginning of Maria’s story. Read it
through then answer the questions.***I can hear wind. Strange, how everything else fades away,
leaving me with the sound of trees soughing outside. So, I suppose I can hear the trees really,
when I think of it. I don’t often think of it, though. Sometimes the wind has been blowing for a
long time before I turn my face towards it, turn my face away from the door.Turning my face
towards a window? I don’t know that either. We always expect sounds to come more clearly
through a window. I can’t see a window, or the walls, I only see the door. Sometimes, if I try very
hard, I can hold up my hands and see glimpses of them, as if I blink, very slowly, the darkness
creeping over me. It’s like I fall asleep when I blink, only needing that momentary darkness to slip
away. No dreams though. Never those.When I hear the wind, the trees, I think of rain and storms
lashing against the house at night. Then I fall away again. But for that moment, I can feel the way
it used to feel to be here, in the house, alone, the weather beating its way in and me, laying in my
bed, waiting to see if tonight, it would come to me.When Jessie used to knock on the door,
afraid, I’d let her in and gently chide her for being silly. I’d never been afraid of the storms, just
wary. You have to respect the elements, I would say. God gave the earth to us, but we are small
creatures still.That was a long thought for me. I haven’t remembered Jessie in a long time. I
wonder, if I could see my hands, would they have tears on them? Would they be my tears?
Yesterday, I’ll call it that, I heard something else and then blinked myself to sleep. I haven’t been
awake enough to hear anything. Like the thoughts of Jessie, it was something new. I tried to turn
my head, found I could not. I tried - I don’t know what I tried, I was gone soon enough.Today, I
still can’t see my hands. Why is it important? I can feel them. I feel them there, at the ends of my
arms, I think. I can’t make them touch, though, so perhaps they are in my imagination? Perhaps I
don’t even blink.I heard the wind today, but no rain. I want to think of the rain. And Jessie. I want



to be able to-I heard the wind and it wasn’t the trees. Like a moment of waking, I heard the wind
blow in through a door! If I could move, I cannot move.Was it today that I heard the door? Is it
raining yet? If I was able to snuggle down in my bed, would it be night and the storm? Would
Jessie come and it would all be as it was?Can I see my hands? Are they my tears?I can hear the
-I turn my head. I see no window, but I hear the window. I hear the rain hitting the glass. I have a
window. I can hear the rain.I hear the door.***1. What are your first impressions of Maria?Write a
few sentences explaining how you feel about her as a character and what kind of person you
think she is. Include at least 2 quotes from the extract. Don’t be afraid to give an opinion.2. What
are your first impressions of the style and structure of the book?Look at the extract again. How
are the sentences arranged? How do some of them end? Are they all complete? Do they leave
you without answers?This can be a difficult question to answer, so if you are struggling, come
back to this question once you have worked on more of the book.3. Describe the type of
language used in this extract.Look for the descriptive words used. Do they follow a pattern? Do
they repeat? If they repeat or follow a pattern, what does this mean for the reader?Choose a few
good examples, either single words or phrases, to show the type of language used.4. Why do
you think Jessie may be important in the book?This is a question where you need to give an
opinion which you support with evidence from the text. For instance, you can say Jessie is
important because she is mentioned in the first chapter (this is not enough of an answer, so
don’t just copy!).5. What do you think is going to happen next?Write a few sentences for this
one. It doesn’t matter if you are totally wrong; the aim of a story is to make you think and part of
the fun can be in getting it wrong and being surprised as you read on. You don’t have to know
everything at once to be able to work things out and answer questions.Explaining what you think
or expect is a good way to practice examining language and literature in general. You become
used to looking at extracts and full books/plays as something you can deal with in
stages. TwoThis extract is another part of Maria’s story. This time we learn more about her past. It
is still disjointed, but reads more like a normal story. Read through, taking particular notice of the
language and what you are told about other characters.***When I was three, I found a frog in the
garden. Father let me keep it for a little while. Mother was out for the day.The garden used to be
my playroom, so warm in the sun.In the wind, I hid under the trees, watching the branches
swaying above me. I loved the way the leaves jittered and danced. I loved the wind.Father let me
keep the frog for a little while. I think Mother was out.I sat in the garden, waiting for Jessie.I sat in
the garden, watching her pram. She had to have fresh air.I rocked her pram but she woke and I
was spanked.I told her stories. Does she remember them? Does Jessie remember me?Jessie
was in her pram, in the garden.I found a frog, I think I remembered that already.When I was five,
Jessie was born. I rocked her pram.Mother brought the glasses out into the garden and we had
tea in the sunshine.The kitchen was new, it was green. I wanted yellow.Jessie was in her pram
and we had tea in the garden. I rocked her pram. I think that was another time.When Mother had
tea in the garden, I was afraid. Mother hated the garden.Father wasn’t coming home. He
wouldn’t have any tea.We had tea. I was afraid.***1. Separate and list the information given in



this extract.
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